
January 05, 2025 
The Epiphany of the Lord 



First Reading: 
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has come, 
   the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1) 
Psalm: 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72) 
Second Reading: 
It was not made known to people in other generations  
   as it has now been revealed 
   to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  
   that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, 
   and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 3:5
-6) 
Gospel: 
   “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his star at its rising 
   and have come to do him homage.” (Mt 2:2) 
 
©LPi Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/ 
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b 
 /Jn 3:22-30 
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THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

  
“We have seen His star at its rising                            

and have come to worship Him.” 

Is 60:1-6, Eph 3:2a-3a, 5-6, Mtt 2:1-12 
 

One Christmas Eve about 35 years ago I was in Syracuse. People inside the 
church were distributing big, bulging love-motivated Christmas baskets to 
poor families in the neighborhood.  

 

All but one basket had been delivered and I offered to take the last one. It led 
me into a strange adventure. The home proved to be little more than a shack 
at the rear of some rundown tenements. An obviously overworked young wife 
admitted me.  

 

I could see she had been scrubbing the family clothes in a steaming old-
fashioned washtub. On a shabby couch sprawled the young husband, obvi-
ously deep in his cups. The wife followed my glance. “He is a wonderful man,” 
she spoke defensively. “If it wasn't for that one weakness he would go places. 
And he will...he will.”  

 

Her voice ended in a choke. On the wall, surprisingly, were two excellent 
paintings which appeared quite out of place in the surroundings. They pic-
tured a dignified and obviously outstanding couple. “They are his parents,” 
she explained, “who were good New England people. He wouldn't part with 
those pictures even if we starved. I guess they represent his hold on life, on 
hope maybe.” 

 

I gave the basket to the young wife, wished her a Merry Christmas, and deter-
mined to help that family in a more creative way than just a Christmas basket. 
Next day, Christmas, I dropped in to see these people again and had a pleas-
ant visit. The following Sunday they showed up at church and kept on coming 
every week.  

 

I stopped by the day they moved into a simple but nice home. I must admit I 
choked up a bit when I saw Fred carrying those two portraits into the new 
house. It was July when they made this move, but it did not seem at all incon-
gruous when Fred said happily, “Merry Christmas!”  

 

Why not? It was on Christmas that life began to be merry for this nice family 
(This story is from a sermon Dr. Peale composed in December 1970).   

 

Christians who follow the Roman calendar celebrate Christmas on December 
25 but not so for the Eastern Orthodox Church. It is on this day – Epiphany, 
that the Orthodox Christians celebrate their own Christmas Day. The reason 
being that it was on this Day, that, through the guidance of a star, the birth of 
Jesus Christ was made known to the world.   

 

While the shepherds watched their sheep in the cold winter night something 
special happened in the world. It reminds me of the Christmas carol – “While 
shepherds watch their flocks by night, all seated on the ground.…” 

 

The Magi (shepherds, kings, wise men) as we have come to call them were 
not extraordinary men. They were shepherds who took care of sheep. How-
ever, what sets them apart is their belief in the teaching of the prophets that 
in the fullness of time, God will send His only begotten Son to redeem the 
world from the bondage of sin, slavery and ignorance.  

 

As shepherds who watch their sheep by night, they were used to gazing at 
the stars, and effort was made to make sense of the meaning of the stars. 
Although there are millions of stars in the sky, yet, on this fateful day, there 
appeared a star shinning with a difference. Empowered by their expectation 
of a savior, the Magi followed the lead of the star to find out the truth behind 
its unique and exceptional light. 

 

Thinking that a king will be born at the palace of the king, they went to Herod 
to find out if a child was born – “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We 
saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” 

 

The news of the birth of the child troubled Herod, hence he consulted all the 
chief priests and the scribes of the people, who in turn consulted the Sacred 
Scripture to see where it was written – “And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least of among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall 
come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.” 

 

As a politician who uses the Bible to his own advantage, Herod, even after 
knowing that the birth of the child was a fulfillment of Scripture, was still out 
to kill the baby Jesus, hence, he ordered the Magi “Go and search diligently 
for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go 
and do him homage.” 

 

When the Magi finally discovered where the baby was born – lying in the 
manger, they worshipped and did Him homage and then presented Him with 
three symbolic gifts – gold, frankincense and myrrh. Gold symbolizes that 
the child is king and it was not until while hanging on the cross that Jesus 
was declared the king of the Jews. Frankincense symbolizes that the child is 
divine because incense is offered only to God. Myrrh symbolizes that the 
child was born to die. It is with this precious oil that Jesus was anointed prior 
to His death on the cross for the salvation of the world. 

 

When the Magi saw the dawn of human salvation, they recognized it hence 
they worshiped. The Magi did not go back to report what they have seen to 
Herod because people who see Jesus do not go back to their former way of 
life. Herod’s way was the way of violence and destruction while the ways of 
God are of love, peace, joy and life. 

 

Today, the divinity of Jesus is revealed to the world. Jesus is revealed as 
light to the Gentiles, hence to the world. This revelation is not a theoretical or 
metaphorical construct. It is a divine revelation that follows the order of na-
ture. From this time forward, we are going to experience a gradual increase 
in day light until we reach its climax in June (summer solstice). Following the 
order of nature, children of God are called to grow in love and good works 
for it is by so doing that we shine as lights in the world. Amen.



COLLECTION TOTAL 

December 22, 2024 $ 8,101.00 

  

Due to early bulletin deadlines, we 
are unable to provide a financial 
report for December 29, 2024. 

 

 
Thank you for your continuous  

SATURDAY  JANUARY 04-2025 

5:30pm   

   

SUNDAY JANUARY 05-2025 

7:30am Eustolia Yañez  Dec.  

 Samuel Heredia  Healing  

9:00am Jim Boghosian  Dec.  

 Graciela Martinez  Dec.  

   

10:30am Maira Reyes  Dec.  

 Elva Hernandez  Healing  

5:30pm   

   

MONDAY JANUARY 06-2025 

7:30am Maria Teresita Saenz  Dec.  

 Mireya Serna  Sp. Int.  

   

TUESDAY JANUARY 07-2024 

7:30am Jason Ou Healing  

 Marlene Michael  Sp. Int.  

   

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 08-2025 

7:30am Rolando Lazo  Dec.  

 Manuel O Dec. 

   

THURSDAY JANUARY 09-2025 

7:30am Fr. Peter Lee  Dec.  

 William Siy Dec. 

FRIDAY JANUARY 10-2025 

7:30am   

   

SATURDAY JANUARY 11-2025 

7:30am   

   

Nearly 1 in 4 U.S. adults report living with some kind of 
disability, ranging from physical limitations to dimin-
ished mental capabilities. Misunderstandings and mis-
conceptions about a person’s individual disabilities can 
put that person at risk for abuse. By adopting practices 
that aim to understand a person’s unique circum-
stances, abilities, and challenges, we can work to pro-
tect those who are vulnerable in our communities. 
Some examples which can help foster safety and com-
munity include: asking questions instead of making 
assumptions, focusing on a person’s abilities and using 
positive language. For more information, read the VIR-
TUS® article “Our Mission to Protect Vulnerable Adults” 
at lacatholics.org/did-you-know.  



Casi 1 de cada 4 adultos estadounidenses vive con alguna 
discapacidad – desde las limitaciones físicas hasta la dis-
minución de las capacidades mentales. Los malentendidos e 
interpretaciones equivocadas sobre las discapacidades de 
una persona pueden ponerlo en peligro de sufrir abusos. 
Adoptando prácticas con el propósito de comprender las 
circunstancias, capacidades y retos únicos de cada persona, 
podemos trabajar para proteger a las personas vulnerables 
de nuestras comunidades. Algunos ejemplos de cómo fo-
mentar la seguridad y crear comunidad son hacer preguntas 
en lugar de hacer suposiciones, centrarse en las capacidades 
de la persona y utilizar un lenguaje positivo. Para obtener 
más información, lea el artículo en inglés de VIRTUS® “Our 
Mission to Protect Vulnerable Adults” (Nuestra misión de 
proteger a los adultos vulnerables) en lacatholics.org/did-

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
 
Domingo:   Is 60, 1-6/Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 10-11. 12-13 (ver 11)/ 
      Ef 3, 2-3. 5-6/Mt 2, 1-12  
Lunes: 1 Jn 3, 22—4, 6/Sal 2, 7-8. 10-12/Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25 
Martes: 1 Jn 4, 7-10/Sal 71, 1-2. 3-4. 7-8/Mc 6, 34-44 
Miércoles: 1 Jn 4, 11-18/Sal 71, 1-2. 10. 12-13/Mc 6, 45-52 
Jueves: 1 Jn 4, 19—5, 4/Sal 71, 1-2. 14 y 15. 17/Lc 4, 14-22 
Viernes: 1 Jn 5, 5-13/Sal 147, 12-13. 14-15. 19-20/Lc 5, 12-16 
Sábado: 1 Jn 5, 14-21/Sal 149, 1-2. 3-4. 5 y 6 y 9/Jn 3, 22-30 
 
 

PREGUNTAS DE LA SEMANA 
 
Pregunta del Evangelio:  
La visita de los reyes magos nos enseña sobre el de-
seo de Dios de que el mundo entero sepa acerca de 
su Hijo, Jesús. ¿Cuándo recuerdas haber oído hablar 
de Jesús por primera vez?   
 
Pregunta de la 1ª Lectura:   
Isaías prevé un tiempo en el que el pueblo de Jeru-
salén será abrumado por la felicidad y la prosperidad. 
¿Qué regalo podrías recibir que te traería una gran 
alegría?  
 
Pregunta de la 2ª Lectura:   
Pablo informa a los Efesios que recibió una revelación 
del plan de Dios para salvar a todas las personas por 
medio de Cristo Jesús.  ¿Qué crees que hace que tus 
amigos o familiares sean abiertos a esta idea?    

AMIGOS DE JESUS 
El grupo de oración, Amigos de 
Jesús, les invita a unirse a una 
noche de reflexión, alabanza y 
oración en comunidad. Las 
reuniones son a las 7pm cada 
miércoles. Si gusta unirse, fa-
vor de llamar al Centro Pasto-
ral para mas detalles.  



   P A R I S H  N E W S  


